


Mark Your Calendar 
Don’t Miss These 

Special Events 
at the Center

 FMI: Call Rachel 727- 893-1231

April 25 @ 7:00 pm 
Senior Follies Show

May 5 @ 5:30 pm  
Cinco de Mayo Party

June 4 @ 2:00 pm 
Ice Cream Social

For information about 
more special events at 

the Center, visit 
www.gulfportsenior-

foundation.org/events

Community That Cares is published 
quarterly in January, April, July and 

October by the Gulfport Multipurpose 
Senior Center Foundation 

Editor, Amy Oatley
To Advertise Call 727-592-1933

Start Polishing Your 
Recipe Now for a 
New Chili Cookoff  
September 27, 2014
A new chili & salsa cookoff is 
coming to Gulfport on Saturday, 
September 27, 2014! The Gulfport 
Artsy Phartsy Chili Cookoff & 
Salsa Showoff will be held from 
4-7 pm at the historic waterfront 
Gulfport Casino.

It’s time to start polishing your 
best chili and salsa recipes and 
register your tastiest dish. This 
will be a hot, hot, hot — fun, fun, 
fun event to support the Foun-
dation. In addition to tasting some fabulous tastebud tingling chili & 
flavorful salsa, attendees will enjoy high energy live music and local art.

Details will be announced as available at the official website: www.
ArtsyPhartsyChiliCookoff.com. Entry deadline is September 20, 2014 
for the chili tasting and judging event. Registration is only $25 for each 
chili or salsa recipe, so why not register now to guarantee the best  
position. 

First, second and third place winners in each category will receive tro-
phies. Attendees will have an opportunity to vote for the overall People’s 
Choice Award at a cost of $1.00 per vote to support the cookoff ’s char-
ity. Event tickets are $9 for adults, $5 for kids. 

For information, call Chili Meister Lynn DiVenuti 727-289-9365

Computer Foundations for Beginning & Intermediate Students 50+
Computers are part of 
our lives, now and in the 
future. They allow us to 
see and talk to friends 
and loved ones from great 
distances. We read the 
latest news on them, play 
games, listen to music, 
and watch TV on them. 

They sit on our desks, and smaller versions fit in a purse 
or pocket. We can’t avoid them. Having some degree of 
computer skill is essential to our daily lives. 

Beginning and intermediate classes begin on the first 
Tuesday and First Wednesday every month at 2 pm. The 
instructor is Miss Anne Pemberton, a retired engineer, 
who worked for NASA 25 years. Class size is limited to 10 
students. 

•	 Register two weeks before the start of your class.

•	 Pay tuition one week before the start of your class.

•	 The fee for Gulfport residents is $40 for all four classes. 
The non-resident fee is $50.

For information, call 727-893-1231 or 727-592-1933



3

The Importance of G.E.M.S.
by Michael J. Audino, Foundation President

How might you feel if your 
doctor told you that driving 
could be hazardous to your 
health?  Or if the State of 
Florida decided to no longer 
issue you a driver’s license?   
Or if driving was such a 
frightening experience that 
you voluntarily hung up your 
keys?  Your imagined feelings 
are the reality for many resi-
dents of Gulfport whose days 
of driving are now just images 
in their rear view mirrors. 

A recent research initiative by 
the Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR) at 
the University of South Florida analyzed the travel behavior 
changes of persons aged 55 years and older who no lon-
ger had driving privileges. Focus group findings from the 
CUTR research revealed that traditional public transporta-
tion plays a very modest role in meeting the travel demands 
of elderly citizens who no longer drive. Traditional fixed-
route public transportation is not necessarily the logical 
successor to driving and it certainly is not the preferred 
substitute for driving.  Most often, the conditions that lead 
a person to cease driving also may limit their capacity to 

use public transportation and result in the person prefer-
ring to travel as an auto passenger.  While seniors who have 
ceased driving are frequently reluctant to burden others, 

the practical reality remains 
that few are in situations where 
traditional public transporta-
tion is a viable option to satisfy 
their travel needs.

The focus group findings also 
revealed that the extent of sup-
port from family and friends to 
meet mobility needs strongly 
influences how successfully 
elders who discontinue driving 
adapt.  But what about those 
Gulfport residents who do 
not have a support network of 
family and friends? -- 
Thankfully there is GEMS. 

 NEW G.E.M.S. “Getaways” Program -- Off To a Good Start
According to G.E.M.S. Dispatcher 
Jay Edwards, he had many people 
asking why G.E.M.S. didn’t go here or 
there. Some wanted to go to specific 
stores like Sam’s Club, others wanted 
to go to popular attractions like John’s 
Pass or Ft. DeSoto. As always, the 
Senior Center staff tries to respond to 
the various needs and wants of those 
they serve. Hence, the Getaways Pro-
gram was created.

Various trips are planned for every 
second Tuesday but seating is limited 
to 12 or less. Registration and prepay-
ment is required by the Wednesday 
before the Getaway. Ticket prices vary 
based on the day’s destination. If an 
admission is charged or there are other 
fees involved, those fees are included in the ticket price. There are 
no extra charges. If you are already a registered G.E.M.S. rider, 

you will be picked up at your home and 
you are eligible for a small price break on 
your ticket. If you aren’t a registered rider 
you will meet at the Center for the day’s 
outing. Getaways are normally to places 
within the usual GEMS transportation 
route. Destinations that are “reasonably 
priced” are chosen.

Here’s what Getaways participants are 
saying: 
“We went someplace I hadn’t been”. 
“I like going with a group instead of by 
myself ”. 
“I liked how I could go off by myself and 
wasn’t required to stay with the group”. 
“It’s nice to go out of town for a meal or 
to do things that we don’t have here in 
Gulfport”. Ideas about future Getaways 

are always welcome.  Treat yourself and bring a friend along. 

Foundation Provides G.E.M.S. 
Scholarships for Seniors in Need 
In addition to the Getaways, G.E.M.S. is available to take 
registered riders to medical appointments and shopping 
destinations on its regular daily routes. G.E.M.S. scholar-
ships are provided for low income seniors by the Founda-
tion. To support this effort, please call Jane at 727-592-1933.

Hal, Your Getaways Driver 

-- Getaways photos by Hal Ross



4

Two Grants Received by Foundation 
The Foundation is happy to have been chosen by 
BrightHouse Networks to receive an airtime Grant 
and a check for 
$2,167.00. Over the 
next few months, 
we will be working 
on a commercial 
that will air during 
the last quarter of 
our calendar year. 
By teaming up 
with BrightHouse, 
the Foundation 
hopes to spread 
the word about 
the work we do to 
improve participant 
experience at the 
Center. Exposure to 
a broader public will 
make more people 
aware of how unique 
our Senior Center is, and how proud we are to have 
achieved National Accreditation. 

We have also received a $1,000.00 Grant through the 
Walmart Community Grants program. Early in March 

we were notified that our application for this special 
program had been accepted. We were thankful to 

hear that like 
BrightHouse, 
Walmart 
Pasadena 
(opening 
this month!) 
thinks the 
Foundation’s 
Mission to 
support the 
Senior Center is 
worthy of their 
corporation’s 
financial and 
useable services 
support.

We know 
Foundation 
Members, 

old Friends and new, will be pleased that two major 
corporations recognize how hard we work as an 
organization to make our Multipurpose Center an 
extraordinary one.  
- Jane Ogilvie, Executive Director

 
How Can You Become a Foundation Member?  It’s Simple!

When you become a member, your donation goes directly to helping the Foundation to enhance the experience of 
participants coming to the Center. It’s a friendly place & if you’re looking for new friends, new activities, or someplace 

to volunteer your time, we’d love to have you stop by. Help us to help the Sr. Center! Become a member of the Gulfport 
Multipurpose Sr. Center Foundation! -- For more information call Jane @ 727-592-1933. 
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“Ten for Ten” Be Part of the Future of the Foundation Now!

Our Foundation is celebrating its 10th Birthday this year! 
We’ve gone from having 0 members in the first days to 
having approximately 900 dues paying members today. 

To celebrate where we’ve come from and to help us on our 
way to our 20th birthday, we’ve kicked off a “Ten for Ten” 
fundraising campaign to help us raise funds for current and 
future Foundation needs. Our Foundation’s Mission is to 
raise monies so that we can continue to be the “whipped 
cream and cherries” on top of the Senior Center cake. Our 
state of the art Fitness Center, staffed Snack Bar, stocked 
Food Pantry, GEMS scholarships; lobby computers and 10 
new Toshiba laptops for classes are examples of what we’ve 
been able to do in our first 10 years. It has been thoughtful 
donation and your generous support that has helped to 
make these remarkable achievements possible. What will 
we be able to do over the next decade? 

Please consider sending a Tenth Birthday gift of any amount 
that is divisible by ten -- $10 … $100 … $1000 -- as your 
way of saying “Happy Birthday Foundation”! That’s what 
“Ten for Ten” is all about!

Here’s a list of who qualifies to help us to raise these much-
needed funds:

•	 Those who use the Center frequently and enjoy the 
services and events that are offered.

•	 Those who don’t use the Multipurpose Senior Center 
(yet!) but know how important it is to the well being of 
the City, its residents, and others.

•	 Those who can donate $10.00 and those who have 
been blessed to be able to contribute $1,000.00 to 
$100,000.00 or more!

•	 Those who live in AND outside of Gulfport who 
support our Mission work to serve the aging 
population. We are proud that in little ol’ Gulfport, 
OUR Center is a Nationally Accredited Senior Center! 

•	 Individuals, families, businesses and corporations.

•	 Anyone who believes in our Mission work and wants 
to ensure we’re able to be the “whipped cream and 
cherries” over the next ten years. 

Please remember that all donations over $25.00 are tax 
deductible as our Foundation is a charitable, 501C3, non-
profit corporation. 

THANK YOU for being a candle on our cake, and helping 
to light the way into the next decade of service to our 
seniors, our City, and community at large.

-- Jane D. Ogilvie 
Founding Member, Executive Director
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Celebrate the Life of Someone You Love on the Celebration Wall
When I bought a tile on the Celebration 
Wall at the Gulfport Senior Center, it made 
me proud to give her the recognition she 
so deserved. She really was a Renaissance 
Woman. Painter, singer, college graduate, 
entrepreneur, Navy Mom, career Accoun-
tant for the US government, volunteer 
Police for Largo, Florida…nothing stopped 
her from challenging herself.

A beautiful woman with a Big heart and 
quick wit-one heck of a combination. 
Thank you to the Gulfport Senior Center 
Foundation for building this Celebration 
Wall. Seeing her name up there with all 
the other fine individuals makes the sting 
of her passing  a little less painful. It helps 
me to go on daily with the knowledge that 
I have some big shoes to fill. I will always 
remember this fine woman and how proud 
of her I always was and still, to this day, 
always will be proud and honored to have 
been lucky to have her as my mentor and 
my Mother. 
-- Lynn DiVenuti, Foundation Treasurer
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We’re in your neighborhood.
If you’re searching for quality health care services
in the area, you’ve found the right place.
Being a patient of JSA has many benefits such as: same 
day appointments for urgent care, 24-hr physician on-call 
availability, in-office lab draws, disease management & 
education, and much more. There is no better time to 
become a member of JSA!

Now Accepting New Patients Including Humana and 
CarePlus Medicare Advantage Plan Members.

(727) 343-6119
508 Pasadena Avenue South

St. Petersburg, FL 33707

Derek HILtz, D.O. | Board Certified in Family Medicine
NCQA Certified in Diabetes & Heart/Stroke Care

VIVs  Needed! What is a VIV? A VIV is a Very Important Volunteer
Why do we need you? We need VIVs to help us kick off 
extended hours in the Fitness Center. We currently have 
Fitness Center volunteers 
working Monday-Thursday 
until 7 pm. We need VIVs 
to extend the hours three 
nights a week until 9  pm 
for 55+ folks who are still 
working and can’t get to the 
Fitness Center until later.

Evenings at the Center are 
already busy with people  
learning a new language, playing 
cards, and getting together for 
meetings and other activities. Having 
the Fitness Center open longer gives 
more folks 55+ folks the opportunity 
to use our state-of-the-art EasyTone 
exercise equipment to tone up, build 
stamina, and feel better overall. 

To become a VIV in the Fitness Center you must already be 
a Fitness Center volunteer OR participate in a short, easy 
and FUN training session. Training can be scheduled on a 
day convenient to you during Center business hours.

 
Join the fun, get out of your house 
and meet people who are trying 
to make positive changes in 
their lives towards better health! 
Healthy people are happy people! 
Come see for yourself. JOIN US 
as a VIV. For further information 
please call Jane @ 592-1933. We 
NEED you to help us make this 
happen! 

Senior Center VIVs were celebrated at a  
special brunch at the Casino March 26th.
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April Executive Director’s Report for Newsletter
We hope our Snowbirds, regulars” and “newbies” have enjoyed 
their time with us at the Center through the winter months. 

We hope you noticed the completed art installation atop the 
Celebration Wall. Thank you local artist Jonathan Schork for 
spearheading this project! We 
built this Wall for Senior Center 
and Foundation members and the 
community at large. Tiles are still 
available for purchase so PLEASE 
DO celebrate someone or something 
special in your life! You’re supporting 
the Foundation’s Mission through 
your tile.  We hope to add LED 
lighting to enhance the wall at night 
before the end of this year. If you 
would like to help us accomplish this 
goal by donating the necessary funds, 
please call me at 727-592-1933!

In late January, Bright House 
Networks notified us that we had 
been chosen to receive the proceeds 
from ticket sales to the Senior Talent 
Show at the Largo Cultural Center.  
On February 12th, accompanied by 
Foundation Treasurer Lynn DiVenuti, 
we enjoyed a terrific show by ten 
“senior” contestants vying for a spot 
in the Senior Idol Competition being 
held in Tampa this month. Bright 
House surprised us by adding an 
additional $2,000.00 to the ticket sales for a total donation of 
$2,617.00. We gratefully accepted this gift and the opportunity to 
spread the word about our Foundation. 

Just in time to support all those New Year resolutions, the 

Foundation Fitness Center services have been enhanced. The Life 
Fitness Unit has been functioning without interruption since its 
main computer unit was replaced. We also added an additional 
“Tummy Cruncher” machine and “Chest and Legs” machine 
thanks to a generous gift from Fitness Center supporters Robert 

and Ruth Chapman. 

Since the last newsletter, Rachel 
Cataldo was chosen to be the Senior 
Center Supervisor. Please stop in to 
congratulate her! Foundation Office 
Manager Jerryanne Hindman returned 
to work February 25th following a leave 
of absence. Foundation Treasurer 
Lynn DiVenuti did an extraordinary 
job, volunteering her time to help out 
during Jerryanne’s absence. 

We kicked off our new “Ten for 
Ten” fundraising project this year. 
Information will be coming to you 
along with your annual dues reminder 
letters. Our goal is to raise at least 
$10,000 this year to celebrate our 10 
years of existence.

We are geared up for major Casino 
fundraisers on September 27th and 
October 25th. The Gulfport Artsy 
Phartsy Chili Cook Off and Salsa 
Showoff, followed a month later by the 
Haunted Halloween Ball will be here 

before you know it. We’ll need an army of volunteers so dust off 
your combat boots and stay tuned for details! 

Wishing you all of Spring’s Best, 
Jane D. Ogilvie, Executive Director

Foundation Volunteer Rachel  Boesch, RN, 
joined Executive Director Jane Ogilvie at the 
Foundation booth at the Health and Well-
ness Expo February 19. “I was impressed by 
all the feedback the Foundation received. I 
was proud that we represented a group that 
offered in depth knowledge of a valuable 
resource for the seniors of Gulfport. One lady 
stated she could not imagine her life without 
the Senior Center and the Foundation that 
supports it.” Rachel is a student in the Bache-
lor of Science Nursing program at St. Peters-
burg College. -- Rachel Boesch, RN

The 2014 Health and Wellness Expo
This year’s Expo was another successful event organized by Senior 
Center Supervisor Rachel Cataldo. With an emphasis on wellness, 
vendors displayed traditional and alternative products and services 
that are available to promote and maintain good health, independence, 
and a higher quality of life.

The Foundation’s presence offered an opportunity to explain to 
attendees and vendors our Mission to enhance the user experience at 
the City’s Multipurpose Center. Our presentation table continuously 
ran the video we made for last year’s “Make Someone Else Happy” 
Happy Hour. We offered our brochures, information and sign up 
sheets for our top-notch computer classes, newsletters, volunteer 
recruiting forms, Foundation and Center membership forms, and 
more. We answered many questions and met many appreciative 
residents, snowbirds, and residents from neighboring cities.

With me throughout the day was volunteer Rachel Boesch, RN, a student in the St. Petersburg College BSN program. The Health 
Expo was a great opportunity for her to learn more about the essential role the Gulfport Center plays in quality of life for everyone in 
our City.  The Foundation looks forward to the 2015 Health Expo, more opportunities to get the word out about the Foundation, and 
making new Friends in the Community at large.  -- Jane Ogilvie, Executive Director
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Mission Statement
The Gulfport Multipurpose Senior Center Foundation, Inc. 
exists to raise and distribute funds that support and enhance 
the recreational, educational, social and health related pro-
grams and services of The Senior Center. 

Board of Directors
President - Michael J. Audino 
Vice President - Mark Beggs
Treasurer - Lynn DiVenuti 
Secretary - Carole Gabrio

Board Members
Bernadette Homan 
Sharon Lardieri
Jim Williams

Executive Director - Jane Ogilvie

Welcome Sharon Lardieri!
The Foundation is pleased to announce the 
addition of Sharon Lardieri to the Board of 
Directors. Sharon joined the Board in January, 
bringing with her some valuable skills, and a 
new perspective.  Sharon will share with us 
her problem solving, communication, people 
and project management skills developed 
over her lengthy social services career.  These 
are all essential elements to our Mission and 
organization’s future success. 

Farewell to Louise LaValla
With regret, Louise LaValla has notified the 
Board that she is unable to continue her position 
as a Board Member. She has thanked us for the 
opportunity she had to serve and wishes us many 
more years of success. 
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Lasagna? Beef Stew? Chinese? Out 
of the ordinary Soup N Sandwich? 
Chef ’s Salad? The possibilities are 
endless!

Looking for something to do for a couple 
of hours during the evening news and 
before 9pm when the “good” shows come 
on? Consider helping the Foundation out 
by volunteering at our Snack Bar!

We’re ISO (in search of) “A Few Good 
Men and Women” to help us serve 
“Snack Bar Specials” to people using our 
Senior Center in the evenings. 

This is a chance to don your favorite 
apron, or the Chef ’s hat stuffed away 
in a drawer, AND help to support the 
Foundation at the same time. For further 
information please call Jane @ 592-1933. 
Tell us which evenings will work best for 
you and help us to make this happen. 
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Make Your Tax-Deductible Gift  Today!
Call 727-592-1933

email: mpscfoundation@tampabay.rr.com
online: http://gulfportseniorfoundation.org/support-us/

The Gulfport Senior Center Foundation
5501 27th Avenue South, Gulfport, FL 33707

Support Your 
Senior Center 

Foundation 
Today!

Aging affects each one of us 
-- and our friends and  

family members. 

Your gifts and involvement are 
needed to give the Gulfport Senior 

Center the means to serve our 
participants in a more  

comprehensive and meaningful 
way. Your gifts are needed to  

ensure the Senior Center’s abil-
ity to support positive aging for 

seniors in our community.

You can help fulfill the dream and 
mission of the Gulfport Senior 

Center by supporting its not-for-
profit Foundation, the Gulfport 

Multipurpose Senior Center 
Foundation.

Thank you for helping us establish 
a solid foundation for this impor-
tant work. By doing so, you also 

motivate others to assist in provid-
ing this important service to your 

community.

Thank You!

Foundation Membership entitles you to partner with the Gulfport Multipurpose Senior 
Center Foundation Inc. to co-sponsor the many services and special events hosted by 
the Senior Center to promote the health, welfare, safety and dignity of the community’s 
older residents.

Name:_______________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________

My Annual Membership is enclosed: 

□ Senior Citizen (50+) $25

□ Individual $30

□ Senior Household (50+) $40

□ Household $45

□ Friend $100 

□ BronzePartner $250

□ Silver Partner $500

□ Gold Partner $1,000

□ Platinum Partner $2,500 

□ Diamond Partner $5,000

□ Benefactor $10,000.00

□ Sustaining Membership $ ____ per month  

(minimum $5.00) via direct bank payment

□ Lifetime Membership  $300

Your donation is tax deductible. Please make checks payable to the Gulfport Senior 
Center Foundation. *Must be 50+ years to become a member. 
The Foundation is a registered 501 c (3) charitable non profit organization, Reg. #CH 
18876. “A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from 
the division of consumer services by calling toll –free (800-435-7352) within the state. 
Registration does not imply endorsement.”
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The Joint and Spine Center     

The Outpatient Diagnostic     
Imaging Center

The Continent Ostomy Center

The Outpatient Rehabilitation Center

The Emergency Department

The Rehabilitation Hospital

Our 350 plus physicians provide indivualized  
care for your specific health care needs. 

Specialized care

The Sleep Disorders Center

The Stroke Program

The Bariatric Surgery Center (Weight Loss)

The Voice Center

The Wound Care Center

The Neurosurgery Program

The Endoscopic/Digestive Health Center

The Pain Management Center

Palms Home Care

The Hernia Center

The Balance Center

The Interventional Neuroradiology Program

The Outpatient Nutrition 
Counseling Program

19 specialty care centers dedicated to providing you some of  
the most effective and advanced medical care available.

Need a doctor? Call our free Consult-A-Nurse® 
service 24 hours a day: 1-855-245-8328
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