


Mark Your Calendar
 

January
Senior Center CLOSED – Jan. 20th

NEW – Memory Screening Clinic 
Monday 1/13 (every 2nd Monday)  

9:00 am – 12:00 pm.  

Gulfport Getaways Sunken Gardens
Tuesday, 1/14

GEMS Members $10 - Non-Members $12
 

Community Resource Partnership 
Wednesday, 1/15 @ 2:00 pm 

CRP will educate Seniors about available 
resources on aging/health-related issues.

  
Memory Techniques with Peg Stella

Wednesday, 1/22 @ 2:00 pm

“Chat with a Pharmacist” 
Monday, 1/27 @ 2:30 pm.  

FREE Blood Sugar Checks 
Thursday, 1/30 @ 10:00 am – 12:00 pm.   

February
”Mindful Consumption  
of Food and Pleasure” 
Wednesday, 2/5 @ 1:30 pm.

Gulfport Getaways Holocaust Museum
Tuesday, 2/11

GEMS Members $13 - Non-Members $15 

Pinellas Co. Property Appraiser 
Wednesday, 2/12 @ 8 am – 12 pm

Cell Phone Class 
Thursday, 2/13 @ 2:00 pm.  

“What’s Keeping You up at Night?” 
HCA Health Talk on Sleep Apnea

Monday, 2/24 @ 2:30 pm

“Everything You Ever Wanted to Ask 
About Funeral & Cemetery Planning” 

Wednesday, 2/26 @ 1:30 pm
 

 FMI: Call Rachel 727- 893-1231 

Celebrate the Celebration Wall  
Join Us Wednesday, January 15 @ 1:00 pm

Please join us at 1 pm on January 15th as we briefly 
celebrate another accomplishment for the Foundation. 
The Senior Center remains a critical hub for services 

and socialization in the community of Gulfport. It’s your 
Center & we thank the City of Gulfport for creating it 

long ago, and maintaining it ever since. 

For information about securing your tile while  
space is still available, please turn to page 8.

Community That Cares is published quarterly 
in January, April, July and October 

by the Gulfport Multipurpose Senior Center Foundation 
Editor, Amy Oatley

To Advertise Call 727-592-1933

“Murder on Blueberry Hill”  
Mystery Dinner Show 
Friday, 2/14 @ 6:00 pm

Bring your Valentine to the Center and enjoy a comedy-musical/dance 
interactive dinner show.  The show, dress, & menu will represent the 

50’s-60’s era. 
Tickets are $10 each

Health & Wellness Expo
Wednesday, 2/19  

10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Empower your Mind, Body, & Soul.  A day of 
healthy fun, FREE for all ages at the historic 

Gulfport Casino. Health screenings, presenta-
tions, Eastern & Western modalities, fresh & healthy food vendors.

Gulfport Getaways 
Tuesday, January 14th 

Sunken Gardens
Tuesday, February 11th 

Holocaust Museum 
 

FMI: Call 727-893-1231
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Enhance your Health in 2014 
at the Fitness Center
One aspect of our Foundation’s Mission is to support and en-
hance programs related to health. We’d like to start this year 
off by describing the benefits of using the Life Clinic machine 
found in our Fitness Center. It’s FREE to use if you’re a Founda-
tion Member, and the information it gives you could help save 
you from a health crisis. It’s easy to use, and if you have trouble, 
there’s a friendly Volunteer nearby to help.

For those who have had heart problems, those on blood pressure 
meds, those who are watching their waistlines, and anybody who 
tries to be healthy, the Life Clinic will provide you with valu-
able information that will help you and your doctor make better 
health care decisions.

 The machine sits inside a small cubicle providing users with a 
degree of privacy. In addition to blood pressure and weight, you 
can check your body mass index, and pulse oxygen saturation 
percentage.

It is only because of generous donations from Foundation 
members and caring individuals that this valuable equipment is 
available to our Seniors.  

A toast of carrot juice to your good health in 2014!
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A Computer Class Student’s Testimonial 
“I want to tell you how pleased I am to have found 
your computer class.  As I have said, I have taken 
several classes, and found that I seemed to learn 
very little.  Your classes are different than any I have 
taken.  You are very organized, and you present the 
Information in a way that is more easily absorbed.  I 
actually feel that I am able to do things I was unable 
to do before, and also am now able to figure out how 
to do something that is new to me.  I know where to 
go to find answers.” -- Pat Tireney

Computer Class Starting Dates 
All Classes Start at 2 pm 

January 7 January 8
February 4 February 5
March 4 March 5
April 1 April 2
May 6 May 7
June 3 June 4
July 1 July 2
August 5 August 6
September 2 September 3
October 7 October 8
November 4 November 5
December 2 December 3
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Bring Your Computer Skills to the Future at the Center
Did you resolve to improve your computer skills 
in 2014? Are you age 50-plus? The Gulfport 
Multipurpose Senior Center is ready to  help. 

It’s never too late to learn something new! Computers 
are part of our lives, and are used in a multitude of 
ways to help businesses and individuals work more 
efficiently. They save time and time is money. They 
allow us to see and talk to friends and loved ones from 
great distances. We read the latest news on them, play 
games, listen to 
music, and watch 
TV on them. 
They sit on our 
desks, and smaller 
versions fit in a 
purse or pocket. 
We can’t avoid 
them. Having 
some degree of 
computer skill is 
essential to our 
daily lives today 
and will continue 
to be in the years 
to come. 

Retired NASA 
engineer Anne Pemberton teaches two 4-week classes 
at the Senior Center for students at the beginner and 
intermediate levels thanks to funding by the Senior 
Center Foundation. After working for NASA 25 years, 
Anne’s mastery of computer mechanics and process 
is exemplary. The Foundation is pleased to provide an 
instructor with such a high degree of proficiency for 
the Center’s computer class students. 

Beginning students will learn about Windows, 
web browsers, email, mouse usage and MS Word. 
Intermediate students will continue to build on their 
beginner skills and begin learning the MS Office Suite 
– Excel and Power Point.

In 2013,the Foundation purchased 10 brand new 
Toshiba laptop computers in preparation for the 
Center’s new computer training program. The 
computers are equipped with wireless access, Windows 

7, and the MS Office 
Suite.

Tuition is $40.00 for 
Gulfport residents 
and $50.00 for non-
residents. Classes 
are scheduled to 
begin each month 
on the 1st Tuesday 
and Wednesday 
at 2 pm. Class size 
is limited to 10 
students, so early 
registration is 
suggested. Students 
must sign up at least 
2 weeks before the 

next scheduled class. 

Payment is due at least 1 week before classes start. 
Payments may be made by cash, check or credit card 
at the Gulfport Multipurpose Senior Center, 5501 
27th Avenue South, Gulfport, FL 33707. Checks may 
also be mailed to the Center but must be received 
one week before the beginning of the class. For more 
information, call the Center at 727-893-1231.



Thank You Betty for 30 Years of Volunteering!
Betty Staebell, who has been teaching popular art classes at the Center since 1992, 
celebrates 30 years of volunteering. In 2004, Betty was named Volunteer of the Year in 
the Tampa Bay Arts and Recreation Division. 

Since moving to St. Petersburg in 1979, Betty has worked and volunteered extensively 
for the Gulfport Multipurpose Senior Center and Foundation, first conducting exer-
cise classes in 1984. In 1992, she initiated the first art class as a volunteer instructor. 
Her inspirational art classes have been a popular, growing and well attended feature at 
the Center with two additional weekly classes recently added. 

Betty Staebell became interested in art while growing up on a farm in Western New 
York. Her hobbies included both art and music, both of which she has continued to 
study throughout her life. While married and raising two talented children, Betty pur-
sued the study of art with well known artist Laszlo Szabo. After studying 11 years with 
Szabo, she continued to study with other notable artists. Betty has painted in all media 
on a variety of surfaces including wood, birch bark and slate, as well as the more tradi-
tional canvas and Masonite.
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We’re in your neighborhood.
If you’re searching for quality health care services
in the area, you’ve found the right place.
Being a patient of JSA has many benefits such as: same 
day appointments for urgent care, 24-hr physician on-call 
availability, in-office lab draws, disease management & 
education, and much more. There is no better time to 
become a member of JSA!

Now Accepting New Patients Including Humana and 
CarePlus Medicare Advantage Plan Members.

(727) 343-6119
508 Pasadena Avenue South

St. Petersburg, FL 33707

Derek HILtz, D.O. | Board Certified in Family Medicine
NCQA Certified in Diabetes & Heart/Stroke Care

 
Why Become a Foundation Member?  It’s Simple!

When you become a member, your donation goes directly to helping the Foundation to enhance the experience of 
participants coming to the Center. It’s a friendly place & if you’re looking for new friends, new activities, or someplace 

to volunteer your time, we’d love to have you stop by. Help us to help the Sr. Center! Become a member of the Gulfport 
Multipurpose Sr. Center Foundation! -- For more information call Jane @ 727-592-1933. 
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Happy 2014
by Michael Audino, Foundation President

The start of 2014 is quite similar to 
the beginning of every New Year.  
This year, the Gulfport Multipur-
pose Senior Center Foundation 
is challenged to manage complex 
and ever-changing issues, pro-
grams, and customer expectations.  

To help us determine what we can 
do to address these expectations 
and create our desired future, the 
Foundation’s Board of Directors 
has begun work on a multi-year 

plan that will help us identify where we want to be in the 
next 3 to 5 years and specify the activities we must imple-
ment in order to achieve that desired end state.  This plan, 
which we are developing in collaboration with the City of 
Gulfport, will serve as a vital management tool which will 
help the Board and our Executive Director allocate our 
resources (time, talent and money) in order to achieve our 
mission.  

Perhaps most importantly, our plan will provide direction 
so that we can work more collaboratively with the City of 
Gulfport and the Gulfport Senior Center staff to develop 
and implement programs and services that meet the needs 
of our members and our customers.   

The ideas which we include in the plan will be based on 
input from Board members, ideas from Senior Center staff, 
and the suggestions shared by many of you.  

I encourage you to review our web site (www.gulfport-
foundation.org) to learn more about the Foundation, the 
work we do, and how you can become a member of the best 
nonprofit organization in Gulfport.

Michael Audino

Mission Statement
The Gulfport Multipurpose Senior Center Foundation, Inc. 
exists to raise and distribute funds that support and  
enhance the recreational, educational, social and health 
related programs and services of The Senior Center. 

Board of Directors
President
 Michael J. Audino
Treasurer 
 Lynn DiVenuti 

Board Members
Mark Beggs 
Carole C. Gabrio 
Bernadette Homan
Louise Lavalla 
Jim Williams
Executive Director - Jane Ogilvie

Board Welcomes Jim Williams
The Foundation is pleased to welcome new Board member Jim Williams, Vice President of 
Fund Development for Goodwill-Industries Suncoast, Inc. Jim brings professional insight 
and knowledge to help our organization grow and develop. As an ambassador for Goodwill, 
Jim recently toured me around the Gandy Boulevard campus and shared the interesting his-
tory of the Founders and their Mission. 

Some of you may have had a chance to meet Jim at the Center’s recent Christmas dinner. He 
sported a big smile and pitched right in to help serve the crowd. It was a pleasure to have him 
helping to make other peoples’ spirits brighter. Welcome Jim, and thank you for sharing your 
time and talent with us. 
-- Jane D. Ogilvie, Executive Director

What We’ve Accomplished  
in Our First 10  Years

1 - Creating the Foundation in 2003. 
2 - Receiving our 501C3 non-profit tax designation. 
3 - Renovating the Snack Bar area. 
4 - Creating GEMS transportation scholarships. 
5 - Creating the Fitness Center. 
6 - Creating the Celebration Wall and sitting area. 
7 - Growing Membership from 0- 900+ members. 
8 - Creating a web site, and quarterly Newsletter.  
9 - Purchasing lobby computers for participants, and    
      replacing the first set of laptop computers to enhance  
      the student’s learning experience.  
10-Maintaining partnerships with the City, and a good 
      standing in the community with long time donors and   
      supporters.
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Can you believe it’s 2014? Foundation Marks 10-Year Milestone 

This will be a year like no other for the Foundation. There 
is so much important work to be done and we need each of 
you to help us! 

Did you know our Foundation is now in its 10th year? What 
does it mean to you, to the Community, for the Foundation 
to have survived this long as a charitable, 501C3 non-profit 
organization during one of the worst economic down-
turns in U.S. history? It says a lot!  Simply stated, “We are a 
GOOD Foundation with a GREAT Mission”! We’re commit-
ted, tenacious, and not afraid of hard work and challenges. 
We look forward, not backward, and keep improving as an 
organization one step at a time.

It also says we have many friends who have generously giv-
en of their time, talents, and financial reserves, enabling us 
to bring welcome changes to the Sr. Center that are enjoyed 
by many every day. It says these individuals and businesses 

both believe and have faith in our Mission, and those who 
run the organization. 

This year I’m wishing for improved attendance at Founda-
tion sponsored events, greater awareness in our community 
of the Foundation’s Mission, increasing business partner-
ships to leverage our capacity to grow and develop, and to 
inspire our Membership to help strengthen the  
organization.

Please stop by our office in room 105 at the Senior Center 
to offer up new ideas, discuss opportunities to help out, or 
concerns you may have. We want to hear from you! 

May you all be successful in achieving your New Year’s 
Resolutions too!

-- Jane D. Ogilvie, Executive Director

10 Ways You Can Help the Foundation in 2014
1. Become a member! If you frequent the Senior 

Center and are a registered participant, why not 
consider making a minimal $25.00 donation to be-
come a member of the Foundation? Remember, the 
City of Gulfport is the proud owner and operator of  
the Senior Center. There would be no Multipurpose 
Senior Center without them. The Foundation’s pur-
pose is to raise funds that allow us to be the “icing 
on the cake” to help the Center. Your membership 
support donations enable the Foundation to staff 
and support the always-popular Snack Bar. It helps 
us maintain all of the Fitness Center equipment and 
purchase new pieces when they wear out. Without 
your continuous support as Members and generous 
donors, we would not have been able to purchase 
10 brand new state-of-the-art laptop computers to 
bring an even greater learning experience to our 
50-plus computer students. We would be unable 
to provide GEMS transportation scholarships for 
those in need. Your generosity enables us to cre-
ate this quarterly Newsletter, and helps in so many 
other ways to make the Senior Center such a great 
place in our community. 

2. Are you already a Foundation Member? Did your 
physical and mental health improve last year as a 
result of the Fitness Center? Good health is price-
less! If able, would you consider supporting our 
work with an additional donation at another time 
during the year?

3. Plan a Party - Have a Personal Fundraiser. Win-
ter’s a great time to have a party while Northern 
neighbors are enjoying the warmth of the Florida 
Sun! The Foundation would love the opportunity 
to have a presence in your home to raise awareness 
about our Mission. There are plenty of fun ways to 
help us raise funds! Questions? call 727-592-1933.

4. Consider gifting the Foundation as part of your 
Estate Plan. Others have, and those gifts were the 
Foundation’s “seed money”. Hundreds of others 
over 50+ will benefit because of your generosity. 

5. Tell your neighbors -- there IS a Foundation that 
raises money to support our Senior Center & why 
YOU’RE a Member!

6. Come to Foundation sponsored events!  
COMMIT to coming and to bringing 10 friends! 

7. Purchase a Celebration Wall tile (or two)!

8. Sponsor a Fundraiser! 

9. Become a Volunteer!

10. Donate items of value that you no longer want or 
need to the Foundation. Please make the Founda-
tion your FIRST choice of charitable non-profits to 
gift to. 

Call Executive Director Jane Ogilvie @ 727-592-1933
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Foundation Presents Lifetime Membership to Gulfport’s “Mayor Mike”
The 10th Annual meeting of the Gulfport Multipurpose 
Senior Center Foundation was held at the Center on 
Monday, December 2, 2013. Approximately 55 
Members attended the informative event.

The President of the Board of Directors, Michael 
Audino, welcomed the Members and delivered a 
power point presentation of Foundation highlights. 
Jane Ogilvie, Executive Director, discussed the 
importance of reaching this 10- year milestone, and 
of planning for the organization’s continued growth 
and development. 

Members were recognized as being integral to the 
success of the Foundation. When asked how many of those 
attending also volunteered for the Foundation and for the 
Senior Center, nearly every hand was raised. 

Retired Mayor Mike Yakes, who has been a frequent visitor 

to the Center through the years, also attended. “Mayor 
Mike” spoke about the important role the Foundation has 

played in helping to make the Center 
so special over the past 10 years. 

Following Mayor Mike’s comments, 
he was presented with an Honorary 
Membership on behalf of the 
Foundation. His dedication to the 
Senior Center spanning over more 
than two decades was noted. This 
Honorary Membership is especially 
significant as it is the first ever 

extended to any individual or business by the Foundation. 

If you are interested in helping the Foundation to continue 
to enhance programs and services offered at the Center, 
please contact Jane Ogilvie @ 727-592-1933 or email to: 
mpscfoundation@tampabay.rr.com

Live the villa life, 
nestled in gardens
We’re thrilled to invite you to our secure, 
gated community in beautiful St. Petersburg. 
Our villa homes are an affordable value, with 
gardens and walking paths outside your front 
door. Your calendar will always be full with 
Lifelong Learning events and activities.

To learn why a move to Westminster 
Suncoast is the best choice you can make, 
call us at (727) 864-7272 today!

Westminster 
Suncoast

1095 Pinellas Point Drive S
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
WestminsterRetirement.com
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Celebrating Our Lives!
In 2010, the Celebration Wall and sitting area that sits ad-
jacent to the east of the Sr. Center’s front door was created. 
A decision was made in 2013 to add artwork to the Wall to 
bring attention to it and the purpose for which it was built. 
The Wall was meant to celebrate special people in our lives, 
major celebratory events like marriages, grandchildren, ma-
jor accomplishments, anything or anybody that have made 
a difference in your life and even a beloved pet. 

Local artist Jonathan Schork understood the new vision we 
had for the Wall, and proposed the design that now visually 
announces the Wall’s intent. It is a focal point on the Cen-
ter’s grounds, and reflects the flavor and spirit of the com-
munity. It more fully binds the Center to its surroundings. 
The intertwined floral green leaves and colorful day lilies 
represent a vibrancy in life, and reflect life-strength found 
in all who use the Center.

There are a total of 85 whole tiles, and 17 half tiles on the 
face of the Wall. 70 whole tiles measuring 12”x12”, and 19 
half tiles measuring 12”x7” are still available for purchase. 
A donation of $125.00 to the Foundation will secure your 
full 12”x12” space, or $75.00 for your 12”x7” to join us in 
Celebrating our Lives. Share with us as the Foundation 

grows and continues to respond to changing needs of those 
we serve.

Celebrate Life with us! Call the Foundation office @ 727-
592-1933 to reserve your space today, or email us  
@ mpscfoundation@tampabay.rr.com

Celebrate Your Special Moment
on the Celebration Wall
... a great gift for any occasion

Full Size Panel - $125 Donation
12” x 12” with up to 5 lines of text

Half Size Panel - $75 Donation
12” x 6” with up to 4 lines of text

FMI: Call the Foundation 
727-592-1933

Foundation Supporter Ralph Mobley and Executive Director Jane Ogilvie Enjoy the New Artwork
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Make Your Tax-Deductible Gift  Today!
Call 727-592-1933

email: mpscfoundation@tampabay.rr.com
online: http://gulfportseniorfoundation.org/support-us/

The Gulfport Senior Center Foundation
5501 27th Avenue South, Gulfport, FL 33707

Support Your 
Senior Center 

Foundation 
Today!

Aging affects each one of us 
-- and our friends and  

family members. 

Your gifts and involvement are 
needed to give the Gulfport Senior 

Center the means to serve our 
participants in a more  

comprehensive and meaningful 
way. Your gifts are needed to  

ensure the Senior Center’s abil-
ity to support positive aging for 

seniors in our community.

You can help fulfill the dream and 
mission of the Gulfport Senior 

Center by supporting its not-for-
profit Foundation, the Gulfport 

Multipurpose Senior Center 
Foundation.

Thank you for helping us establish 
a solid foundation for this impor-
tant work. By doing so, you also 

motivate others to assist in provid-
ing this important service to your 

community.

Thank You!

Foundation Membership entitles you to partner with the Gulfport 
Multipurpose Senior Center Foundation Inc. to co-sponsor the many 
services and special events hosted by the Senior Center to promote the 
health, welfare, safety and dignity of the community’s older residents.

Name:_______________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________

My Annual Membership is enclosed: 

□ Senior Citizen (50+) $25

□ Individual $30

□ Senior Household (50+) $40

□ Household $45

□ Friend $100 

□ BronzePartner $250

□ Silver Partner $500

□ Gold Partner $1,000

□ Platinum Partner $2,500 

□ Diamond Partner $5,000

□ Benefactor $10,000.00

□ Sustaining Membership $ ____ per month  

(minimum $5.00) via direct bank payment

□ Lifetime Membership  $300

Your donation is tax deductible. Please make checks payable to the Gulfport 
Senior Center Foundation. *Must be 50+ years to become a member. 
The Foundation is a 501(c) 3 Charitable Organization Florida Registration #CH 18876
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The Joint and Spine Center     

The Outpatient Diagnostic     
Imaging Center

The Continent Ostomy Center

The Outpatient Rehabilitation Center

The Emergency Department

The Rehabilitation Hospital

Our 350 plus physicians provide indivualized  
care for your specific health care needs. 

Specialized care

The Sleep Disorders Center

The Stroke Program

The Bariatric Surgery Center (Weight Loss)

The Voice Center

The Wound Care Center

The Neurosurgery Program

The Endoscopic/Digestive Health Center

The Pain Management Center

Palms Home Care

The Hernia Center

The Balance Center

The Interventional Neuroradiology Program

The Outpatient Nutrition 
Counseling Program

19 specialty care centers dedicated to providing you some of  
the most effective and advanced medical care available.

Need a doctor? Call our free Consult-A-Nurse® 
service 24 hours a day: 1-855-245-8328
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